AwrMagnum air rifle

The Umarex 85

by Technical Advisor Brendan Atkinson

suppose it would be fair to say that
many Australian shooters had their
first experience with a firearm shoot-

ing a ‘slug gun’ in someone’s backyard.

Way back then, people saw no problem
with youngsters controlling the local star-
ling and ‘spoggie’ populations with their
Daisy or Gecado .177 - how different it is
Now.

Let’s be perfectly honest about it - air

rifles can be enjoyable things to shoot.
They are relatively quiet, very accurate
and the cost of bullets is cheap compared
to rimfire and centrefires. While most air
rifle pellets will be aimed at paper or other
inanimate targets, it is possible to hunt
with an air rifle, as long as humane kills
are able to be achieved.

Like many firearm categories, there is
a vast choice of air rifles to be had, rang-

The action of the bolt shown here in the
open position, as the pin that pushes
pellets into the chamber can be clearly
seen. The slide below the bolt is the lock
for the drum magazine.

The rifle was supplied with
a Walther telescope and
we tested the accuracy
using this. We also shot a
number of targets using
the open fibre-optic sights
as fitted.

ing from cheap imported items of dubious
performance, to full-on competition outfits
costing many thousands of dollars. As with
many things these days, price is a pretty
good indicator of quality.

There are two common sorts of air
rifles: those that are fired by means of a
spring and piston, needing to be re-cocked
by a lever mechanism after each shot,
and those that are powered by a cylinder
of compressed gas. The latter have a
number of advantages, not the least being
the almost negligible recoil. However,
the downside is the extra cost of having
to purchase a pump or, in the case of the
review rifle, a ‘single use’ can of com-
pressed carbon dioxide (CO2).

The Umarex 850 AirMagnum is manu-
factured in Germany by Umarex Sport-
waffen GmbH & Company and employs
the abovementioned method of a can of
CO2 for propulsion. It is a bolt-action
repeater with a rotary drum magazine and
can fire eight shots without reloading.

The review rifle was in .177-calibre
and weighed just less than 5lb 120z. The
barrel was 23.6" long and the overall
length was just less than 41". One can see
from this that the 850 is a full-size rifle
and yes, it’s a serious piece of equipment.

The trigger is fully adjustable and
requires no dismantling to perform this
task, but a small screwdriver is required.
The safety is at the rear of the action and
locks the trigger - it is applied every time
the rifle is fired and the action cycled. Yes,
this is a pain in the you know where, as
you have to remember every time you
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go to shoot that the safety is still on. To
release it, one must first push down on a
small lever and at the same time push the
safety forward. In this position a red dot
appears and the rifle is ready to fire. It is
recommended that the safety be applied
whenever the rifle is uncocked.

Open sights are supplied as standard
equipment and these feature fibre-optic
inserts, which are excellent in nearly all
light situations. Our rifle was supplied
with a Walther 6x42 AO telescopic sight,
which was very handy for accuracy testing
at our indoor range.

As mentioned before, a can of CO2 gas
is used for propelling the tiny .177 pel-
lets. At the front of the composite stock,
there is a hidden compartment into which
the gas capsule is placed and screwed
into position. Once attached and its gas
seal penetrated, it must be left there until
empty, as to try to remove a can which
still contains compressed gas will cause a
few problems, including possible damage
to seals. We are advised that around 400
shots may be obtained from an 88g cap-
sule.

With the rifle set up and a capsule of gas
in place, it is time to load one of the drum
rotary magazines. Place the magazine on
a flat surface with the silver cam upright
and insert eight pellets into the holes
provided. Umarex recommend Diabolo
pellets, but there are many pellets avail-
able in Australia that will do the job. It is
explained in the owner’s manual that one
must never shoot BB steel pellets or darts

92 Australian Shooter

in the Umarex system.

To load the rifle, it is necessary to pull
the bolt and the drum retainer to the rear.
The safety will be in the safe position,
fully to the rear, and the drum may then
be placed into the slot on the left-hand
side of the rifle. The drum retainer is then
pushed forward to lock it into place. The
rifle may then be prepared for firing by
moving the bolt forward to push a pellet

With the bolt withdrawn, the safety is
aut tically applied. It is shown here in the on
position, which disengages the trigger.

into the firing chamber and locking the
bolt down into place.

Now this part is very important: a pellet
1s now in the barrel of the rifle. If, for
some reason, one does not fire the gun,
the magazine drum must be removed and
the pellet knocked out of the barrel with a
cleaning rod. This must be done with the
rifle in a horizontal position, not vertical,
as the pellet must not be allowed to fall
into the delicate mechanisms of the rifle.
It is far easier, if possible, to fire off any
remaining pellet in the normal manner.

A pellet may jam in the barrel if the
CO2 pressure is almost exhausted in the
capsule. One cannot be expected to keep
an accurate count of how many shots have
been fired, and even if one did, the longev-
ity of the gas can vary slightly from can
to can. The simplest way to remove it is
to fit a fresh capsule and fire it into a safe
place. The pellet will be expelled in the
normal manner.

Well, that’s a lot of technical stuff, so
how did it perform? In a word - fantas-
tic. I am a Benchrest shooter and small
groups are part of the game. I wish I could
shoot the sort of groups at 100 yards that
air rifles put down at 10 yards. Over a
good set of rests, it has never ceased to

The 889 gas cylinder contains compressed CO2
and is good for around 400 shots.
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amaze me the sort of accuracy that a good
air rifle can be capable of. We tested a
number of brands and weights of pellets
and in most cases had five shots touch-
ing. With the top-of-the-line match-grade
stuff, some remarkable groups were shot.
Shooters may have seen some of the 10-
shot group cards that are supplied with
the more expensive types of air rifles -
these are usually shot with the rifle sitting
in a machine rest and can be incredibly
small groups.

Even cheaper and hunting-type pellets

These pellets were supplied with the rifle. The
drum magazine on the bottom right has been
loaded with eight pellets and is ready for use.
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shot extremely well in the 850, but one
must be aware that changing the pellet
shape usually means a slightly different
impact point on the target. Air rifles seem
particularly sensitive to any small changes
and if changing pellet, one must always
check the sighting on paper.

Some accessories are available for the
850, such as additional drum magazines
and adaptors to suit smaller CO2 capsules.
Check with you favourite gunshop for
availability and cost, as this may vary con-
siderably.

The standard fibre-optic sights as supplied stand
out well and are adjustable at both front and rear
when required.

Conclusions
Some may call this an entry-level gas gun,
but the way it shoots, who cares? It is as
accurate as the shooter will let it be. We
checked with a local gunshop and was
told that they retail the 850 for $635 and
a pack of two extra drum magazines will
cost $52. For this kind of money, this has
got to be one of the best ‘bang for your
buck’ deals around.

Umarex air rifle supplied by Frontier
Arms. @

Specifications
Manufacturer: Umarex Sportwaffen,
Arnsberg, Germany

Model: 850 AirMagnum

Calibre: .177

Velocity: Up to 230m/s

Action: Bolt-action repeater
Magazine: Rotary drum eight-shot
capacity

Barrel: Chrome moly

Stock: Black composite, with cheek-
piece and buttpad

Price: $635





